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Suit up for
scholarships

Deltas
feeding
minds and
bodies

MLK Day of Service
project

MLK Day of Service
project

The Classes of 1965 and 1966 held their
annual scholarship Christmas party Sat., Dec. 28 at the Gulfport Casino.

Monique Statham
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
High school sports are huge
all around the country, and
the sunshine state is no different. Thousands of players
suit up every Friday night to
play for their local high
schools with the dreams of
making it to the pros.
In fact, according to businessinsider.com, millions of
youths play high school football each year across the
country. Of those roughly
some 60,000 make it on a college team. As for the pros?
Well that number is significantly smaller—in the hundreds. Which doesn’t bode
well for those high school
students dreaming of playing professionally. No matter
how great they are, there
seems to always be someone
faster and cleverer.
So with the odds already
stacked against a kid before
he even gets to showcase his
talents, student athletes
need every chance they can
See SUIT , page 2



BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

GULFPORT — The
Gibbs Annual Scholarship
Christmas Party held its
fifth annual end of the
year event at Gulfport
Casino to raise funds for
scholarships to assist
Gibbs seniors graduating
in 2014. The annual event
is sponsored by the Gibbs
Classes of 1965 and 1966.
The ballroom was
packed with supporters of
both classes as well as
Gibbs alumni from other
years. According to orGwendolyn
ganizer
Reese, the annual Christmas party started as just

a social event, but in 2010
the first scholarship was
offered.
The initial goal was to
offer two scholarships at
a minimum of $500. Students must write an essay
to apply for the scholarship. The essay should
express why the student
feels they should receive
the award, their future
goals and how the scholarship will help them
move towards achieving
those goals. However, in
2011, no students applied.
“So we rolled over the
2011 funds into the 2012
funds and gave away
$1,000 to two students,”
said Reese.

However, one of the
students receiving the
award found out after the
event that her full university scholarship was suddenly in jeopardy. Her
name was Gabrielle
Robinson. She graduated
cum laude, which means
the students must have a
grade point average equal
to 3.5 but less than or
equal to 3.8, from the
Business Economic Technology Academy Program at Gibbs High
School.
“I was informed that
the college credits that I
had obtained while in
high school had changed
my status from a first se-

mester freshman to a second semester freshmen,”
said Robinson. In other
words, Gabrielle would
become a sophomore student a semester early. “So
they said my scholarship
amount was calculated
too high, and I lost funding for my first semester.”
family
Gabrielle’s
struggled to raise the additional funds to cover
registration and dormitory fees to Florida International University where
she was accepted into
their International Business Program.
The honors student
was naturally distraught
See GIBBS, page 12

‘Nutcracker Twist’ launched holiday season
and careers
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The
house
lights
dimmed. A rush of anticipation fell over the record
matinee audience of
1,500 as the curtains
opened on “The Nutcracker Twist,” formerly
known as the “Chocolate
Nutcracker” last month
at the Mahaffey Theater.
“Let’s just say we
made a decision to

change the name to reflect the growing diversity of our area,” said Jai
Hinson, founder of the
Artz 4 Life Academy and
Artistic Director of the
Dundu Dole Urban
African Ballet.
The stage lights faded
up on the scene of a
Christmas Eve Party in
the grand ballroom sized
living room of Claire’s
parents’ house. Claire
hugs her mother played
See TWIST, page 9

Tamaira
Bailey-Heyward

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Tamaira Bailey-Heyward,
president of the St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., is happy to participate in the MLK Day of
Service with two projects.
The “Stuff-the-Bus” campaign aims to nourish the
body while the Delta Reading Rainbow project aspires to nourish the mind.
The Deltas will collect
non-perishable food and
personal need items with
their “Stuff-the-Bus” campaign, a community-outreach project to fill an
entire bus with such items.
Donations collected will
restock
a
minimum
of three local food
pantries, social ser vice
agencies and church
pantries on Jan. 20 from
9-5 p.m.
Bailey-Heyward said
that this project positively
impacts St. Petersburg by
promoting a sense of unity
within the community in
the weeks leading up to
and on the MLK Day of
Service.
“This community-wide
project to combat hunger
is open to all St. Pete residents and organizations,”
See DELTA, page 8


                                                                        

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sickle Cell Christmas Luncheon
ST. PETERSBURG —
Little Neema Pitts, Sickle
Cell Poster Child, is seen
here having a special moment with Santa at the
Sickle Cell Christmas
Luncheon held last month
at the Enoch Davis Center. Each client brought
one family member or
guest. Over 65 clients, families, supporters and community members were in
attendance.
“The purpose of the
luncheon was to bring joy
and holiday cheer to our
clients, and to give them an
opportunity to socialize and
show love to those clients
that they haven’t seen all
year,” said Mary Murph,
President of Sickle Cell Disease Association St. Petersburg Chapter as she shared

Neema Pitts
the programs’ 2013 accomplishments and the goals
for 2014.
Everyone dressed in
festive attire and enjoyed a
wonderful program that included Christmas carols
and a five-course meal. Entertainment for the evening

was provided by the Mime
Ministry from Southside
Tabernacle Church. The
highlight of the event was
the arrival of jolly Santa
Claus bringing monetary
gifts for each client.
A good time was had by
all.

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

Affordable Healthcare Seminar
Sat., Jan. 11, from 10-12 p.m.
Pastor Clark Hazley
4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
(727) 321-7375
Please bring a friend or neighbor to this healthcare seminar.
There will be healthcare navigators available to assist you with any plans that you may be interested in.
The goal of the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) is to give more Americans access to affordable,
quality health insurance and to reduce the growth in healthcare spending in the U.S. Decide for yourself
what you think about the new healthcare law based on the facts and not the talking points.
Obamacare helps to cover working families who do not have access to health insurance. It does a number of
important things including offering Americans a number of new benefits, rights and protections in regards to
their healthcare and setting up a Health Insurance Marketplace where Americans can purchase federally
regulated and subsidized health insurance.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
LEMA CONSTRUCTION WILL BE ACCEPTING BID PROPOSALS ON BEHALF
OF ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE FOR THEIR NEW MIDTOWN CENTER, SITE 16
Bids for furnishing all labor, material and performing all work necessary and incidental to the completion
of the bid packages shall be for;
BID GROUP D - BUILDING PACKAGE 3
Elevators, Fire Sprinkler, Framing & Drywall, Al. Comp. Panels, Fireproofing,
OH Coiling Doors/Grilles, Insulation, Dampproofing, Cable Railing, Ceilings
Three (3) sets of sealed proposals along with checklist and proof of bonding capacity must be received by
LEMA Construction at 10001 16th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33716, by 5:00pm on the 4th day of
February 2014. Any bids received after the above date and time or delivered to a different address or
location will not be considered. Only qualified subcontractor bid proposals will be reviewed. There will be
a list of the minimum requirements posted on www.lemaconstruction.com and will be an integral part of
the bid proposal packet. There will be a Beneficial Community Impact (BCI) goal of 30% or more included
but not limited to SBE’s MBE’s & WBE’s participation.
LEMA Construction and St. Petersburg College will review bid proposals and select the subcontractor or
vendor based on the combination of their BCI, Base Bid and overall bid proposal. The College is seeking
to have the most positive impact possible on the local community.
Qualified bidders will be provided three (3) pre-marked envelopes with the following information to be
included on for bid proposal envelopes:
Attn: St. Petersburg College
Bid: Midtown Center, Site 16
Title: Building Package 3
Trade: (Elevators, Fire Sprinkler, Frame/DW, Al Comp Panels, Fireproofing,
OH Doors/Grilles, Insulation, Dampproofing, Cable Railing or Ceilings)
Your Company Name
Interested Bidders may obtain bid packet with specific trade proposals beginning January 6th, 2014, by
contacting LEMA Construction at 727-563-0298. You can also request a bid packet by sending an email to
spcmidtown@lemaconstruction.com. There will be a public Mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting on January 23rd,
2014, at 2:00pm in room 107, at St. Petersburg College Midtown Center, located at 1048 22nd Street South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712. At this meeting, Lema will go over the scope of work and answer questions.
Any questions after the meeting will have to be sent to above email address and will be shared publicly.
St. Petersburg College will have the final approval on the selected contractor and reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.
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Helping student athletes in need
From SUIT, page 1

get to shine. That’s where
Monique Statham hopes to
make a difference with her
Suit Up program.
Statham knows what it’s
like to not look the part.
She’s seen it first-hand. Just
last year in fact at her son’s
recruiting fair. She witnessed how the lack of
money and knowledge can
work against a young man
attempting to catch a
coache’s attention.
“I felt embarrassed for
them, it hurt me,” she said
speaking of the athletes
who were pointed out for
their inappropriate dress at
last year’s recruiting fair. “I
said if I can do something to
help these kids, I will.”
And with the stakes
high, especially with the intense competition amongst
Florida football players, an
athlete needs every leg up
he can get.
“You have to make a
great first impression,” explained Statham an assistant to the Director of
Veteran Affairs at St. Petersburg College (SPC) and the
owner of Mojay’s Smoke
House, a soul food catering
business. She plans to educate college hopefuls on
how to approach coaches at
these all-important recruiting fairs.
“Sometimes kids are
overlooked because of their
appearance,” she said. “We
just want to educate them
and give them the tools that
they need.”
So Statham dreamt up a
way to make it happen. She
received $800 from the
MLK Day of Service
monies to help local athletes dress for success. And
with recruiting season getting underway this month
and lasting through May,
she has been diligently contacting coaches at the local
high schools for potential
students to help, already
finding two student athletes
in need of dress attire.
“I’m working with the
coaches now to get these
kid’s sized,” Statham explained stating she’s been in
contact with Coach Moore
of Lakewood High School


  
 

  

 
   
    
 

to build a network of people
in the know.
Set on volunteers, she’s
recruited some fellow football moms through her husband’s work. He’s a coach.
She now is in need of a place
to set up shop. Living just
outside the St. Petersburg
city limits Statham is looking for a place in town that
she can use on Jan. 20.
“Most places are closed
because it’s a national holiday,” she explained hoping
someone would be able to
offer up a location the volunteers can meet up at to
organize the outfits. “I’m
trying to find churches, but
if someone wants to volunteer someplace, they can
contact me.”
Statham is still accepting donations of dress attire
in all sizes to package together in the hopes of having items to give out if more
calls start coming in over
the next few months. Items
donated don’t have to be
brand new and Statham
hopes word of her program,
Suit Up, will quickly spread
so that she can help even
more young athletes and
their families.
“You don’t know a kids’
situation,” she said. “You
don’t know if they don’t
have the money.”
If interested in donating
dress items or a place for
setup on the Day of Service,
contact Monique Statham
at 727-280-3173. And be
sure to check out Mojay’s
menu selections at www.mojaysbarbecue.com.
To reach Holly Kestenis,
email hkestenis@theweeklychallenger.com

Retraction
In the December 26th edition, we printed that “My Daughter’s Keeper” and the
Faith Based Literacy Program was one program; however, they are two separate programs. My Daughter’s Keeper of Tampa Bay, Inc a non-for-profit organization for
young girls, who will be sponsoring the “Heart of the Matter Conference” for the
MLK Day of Service. Donna Welch is the president of the organization and is also
the program coordinator for the Faith Based Literacy & Technology Program with
the James B Sanderlin Family Center, which is funded by the Juvenile Welfare
Board. Also, we listed her as facilitator, she is actually the coordinator of the conference and the facilitators are various female leaders from the Tampa Bay Area.
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Ethel L. Johnson,
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson,
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and Coach Crawford at
Pinellas Park High. “It’s not
as easy as I thought it was
going to be.”
Statham is doing her
homework though. By contacting coaches in the area
she believes they could
have five or more Division 1
prospects this year, which
means a better chance of
playing college ball and
being drafted to the pros. Of
course that means there
may be a few more kids in
need of that leg up.
With her son being recruited to play ball at Edward Waters College in
Jacksonville, Statham is
confident it was his appearance at the recruiting fair,
as well as his proper diction,
that made him a standout.
“He’s the starting quarterback at his college as a
freshman,” she said. “The
college that he was in contact with at that fair is the
college that he’s going to,
and he’s excelling.”
Although Statham only
has the funds to help the
two student athletes she already has lined up, she is
hoping word of mouth and
the local churches will provide her a means to help
others in the future years.
“I want this to be an ongoing thing where a coach
can call and give me the
size and I could say, ‘Yes, I
do have something for
them,’” she said.
So on the MLK Day of
Service, Statham plans to
be sorting and packaging
outfits for the two young
athletes on her list and intends to deliver them to
their prospective schools.
But being relatively new to
the area, she is still working
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PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY
50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922

P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

Volume 46 • Number 19
Published Thursday,
January 2, 2014
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 2014

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
 The men

behind the
 schools
By Jon Wilson

Many school names in
the community are named
after leading African-American historical figures on
national, state and local levels.
Among them are a
United States Supreme
Court Justice and a highlevel state official who held
office in the 1860s and
1870s.
Others are named for
local leaders – and one
bears the name of its neighborhood.
Gibbs High School, the
city’s sole black institution
of higher learning during
the segregation era, has the
distinction of being the
community’s most tradi-

tion-rich school and the one
named for the public figure
with oldest history.
Jonathan
Clarkson
Gibbs was Florida’s first
African-American Secretary of State and Superintendent
of
Public
Instruction. He served during the Reconstruction period after the Civil War, and
was considered to be
among the South’s most
powerful black leaders.
Gibbs was born in
Philadelphia in 1828. A
Dartmouth College graduate, Gibbs became active in
abolitionist activities and
with the Underground Railroad that helped escaped
slaves. He came to the Car-

olinas to do missionary
work after the war ended,
but was active in Florida
politics within a year or two.
He served as Secretary
of State from 1868 until
1872. He was elected a Tallahassee City Council member in 1872, and was
appointed Superintendent
of Public Instruction in
1873.
Gibbs died of a stroke in
1874. Through the years
there have been rumors
that he was poisoned by political enemies.
Scholar Canter Brown
Jr. wrote about Gibbs in his
book, “Florida’s Black Public Officials, 1867-1924.”
The other schools with

famous names:
Thurgood
Marshall
Fundamental: Thurgood
Marshall was the first
African-American
U.S.
Supreme Court justice. He
served from 1968 until
1991. Marshall successfully
argued in 1954 the famous
Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka case that
ended the legal basis for
segregation. As a young
lawyer, he defended the
“Groveland Four,” young
African-American
men
falsely accused of raping a
white woman. A must read
is Gilbert King’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning book, “Devil
in the Grove: Thurgood
Marshall, the Groveland

Boys, and the Dawn of a
New America.”
Douglas L. Jamerson Elementary: St. Petersburg
native Douglas Jamerson
served in the Florida Legislature from 1982 until 1983,
when he was appointed
state education commissioner. He later was named
state Department of Labor
Secretary.
James B. Sanderlin IB
World School: James
Sanderlin was a civil rights
lawyer who helped end segregation in schools. He was
a legal advisor for striking
St. Petersburg sanitation
workers who in 1968 struck
for higher wages and better
working conditions. He be-

came Pinellas County’s first
black county judge, going
on to serve as a circuit
judge and court of appeals
judge.
John Hopkins Middle:
John H. Hopkins spent
years in the county school
system and was principal at
16th Street Middle School,
which preceded the current school.
George W. Perkins Elementary: George Wesley
Perkins was a Gainesville
native who began his teaching career in a one-room
schoolhouse in Archer. He
came to St. Petersburg in
1925 and was the principal
of Jordan Elementary and
later, Gibbs.

Douglas L. Jamerson

James B. Sanderlin

Thurgood Marshall
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Have you had financial trouble in the past,
but are looking to buy a house?
ST. PETERSBURG —
Scott Gibertini, Florida Production Manager for USAmeriBank’s
mortgage
division, sees quite a few
applications these days that
have a short sale or foreclosure on the applicant’s
credit report.
Here are some of his
things to know if you have
had a foreclosure or short
sale, but are wondering if
you would be approved for
a mortgage:
There is no exact
timeline for when you
would qualify for a mortgage after a foreclosure
or short sale.
The guidelines written
by governmental agencies
that control mortgage lending tend to change frequently, making them a
moving target.
So it stands to reason
that the length of time you
have to wait to get a new
mortgage after a foreclosure or short sale can vary.
Different lenders have different criteria. A conventional loan may require a
space of several years before qualifying for a new
mortgage, but Federal
Loan Administration loans
may not require as much of
a waiting period.
So it’s important to go
ahead and talk to a mortgage professional to see
what the possibilities are.
And demonstrating how
your finances are now better and stronger will help
your chances.

Review your credit
report before filling out a
mortgage application.
Before completing an
application, take a look at
your credit report and
make sure it’s accurate. If
there is anything incorrect,
dispute it directly with the
credit bureau.
If your credit score isn’t
that strong, be wary of who
you consult with on how to
improve it. Make sure you
are working with a reputable company, because
there are unethical ways to
attempt to improve your
score, and a company may
charge you to dispute information on your report
that’s in fact true.
It’s not all about your
credit score.
While your credit score
is a key piece of information that underwriters will
look at, it is only the tip of
the iceberg. They will dig
into the report and look at
specifics, and any adverse
information in your credit
report will be questioned.
The score only reflects
the past 12 to 20 months in
your credit history. So, as
more time passes since
negative events, such as
being late on a payment,
they have less of an impact
on your credit score. Still,
such an event can still draw
a red flag to the underwriter.
Be ready to provide
documentation
about
your short sale or foreclosure.

Be prepared to document the circumstances
surrounding the situation.
This will help those looking
at your application connect
the dots as to why the short
sale or foreclosure occurred.
If there was some kind
of catastrophic medical
event or a loss of income
that wasn’t your fault, you’ll
have a much better chance
of qualifying for a loan. Be
ready to produce documentation, such as medical
bills, to prove that there
were unavoidable costs
causing you to have to miss
payments.
If there are no such circumstances, the underwriter will assume that you
missed payments on purpose, and will have no leniency in reviewing the
mortgage application.
Calculate what you
can afford before applying.
Look at your personal
budget and decide what
level of mortgage payment
you can pay that won’t
overextend you financially.
Starting next month,
the industry standard for
your recommended maximum debt-to-income ratio
will be going down to 43
percent, including your
house payment.
So to make sure you
don’t exceed this level of
debt, take your gross
monthly income and multiply by .43. This will equal
the largest level of debt you

should have to qualify for
the mortgage loan you
want. Include your planned
mortgage payment in the
calculation of costs, while
knowing you will also need
to factor in other expenses
as such as car payments or
student loans.
Do your research
when calculating your
total housing costs.
When looking at what
mortgage you can afford,
never guess on the low side
of total housing costs. It’s
helpful to know what area
or even a house in particular that you want to live in,
so you can have an accurate
idea of other costs such as
property taxes, homeowners insurance and flood insurance.
Accessing tax bills for
the area will give you an
idea of what the rates will
be.
Your mortgage rate
may be higher than the
advertised rate, even if
you’re approved.
Even though you’re approved for a mortgage, the
rate you are offered may be
higher than the advertised
rate if you have credit issues or other factors that
may include the lender’s
risk.
If you have a weak
credit score or have had a
short sale or foreclosure in
the past, expect to be
placed into a bracket with a
higher interest rate.
Avoid going under
again.

Scott Gibertini
The best way to avoid
getting in too deep financially is by keeping your
mortgage payment reasonable from the start. Today,
lenders are requiring
larger down payments to
help protect owners from
getting in over their heads
with too large of a loan
amount.
Scott Gibertini brings
more than 24 years of business and banking experience
to the USAmeriBank team,

providing clients with information and tools to make
home financing decisions.
He received a bachelor’s degree from the University of
South Florida and graduated from the Florida
Bankers
Association’s
Florida School of Banking
program.
For more information
about mortgages or other
banking needs, contact USAmeriBank’s St. Petersburg
branch at 727-394-3164.

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Resolving to take charge of your
financial health
A recent Harris poll found that “improving my finances” was one of American’s top 10 resolutions for the New Year,
second only to losing weight. If improving your financial health is your goal for
2014, how do you achieve it?
According to a Chinese proverb, a
journey of a thousand miles begins with
a single step. That philosophy remains
true today. We must take that single step
to start our journey toward improving
our lives and financial well-being.
Taking that first step often seems difficult and fills us with fear. The fear of failure is so intense we choose not to take
the first step. We make the easy decision
to remain in the perceived comfort of our
surroundings, even though deep down
we know we made the wrong choice. In
other words: “Fear of failure prevents you
from realizing your dreams of success.”
– Habeeb Akande.
For over 33 years, Neighborhood
Home Solutions (NHS) has successfully
helped thousands of families and individuals reach their dreams of financial
health. Thousands of people have found
that the first step in taking charge of their
finances was to reach out to NHS, a
trusted community organization, for

knowledge, guidance and support.
NHS provides FREE classes focusing
on:
• Maximizing income
• Saving on routine expenses
• Preparing a budget
• Rebuilding and improving credit
• Avoiding future credit problems
Additionally, NHS advisors will work
with you one-on-one to develop your action plan and budget. You’ll have the
knowledge and tools to take charge of
your finances and to feel in control of
them instead of feeling controlled by
them.
Okay, it’s decision time now. Will you
take the first step and call Neighborhood
Home Solutions (NHS) and start your
journey?
Don’t let fear block your call. Let’s
take that first step in 2014.
NHS is a 501(c) 3 non-profit HUDcertified housing counseling organization.
All services are provided free of charge.
Partners include the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Housing Fiannce
Corporation, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund,
Pinellas County Community Development
and the City of St. Petersburg.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bartlett Park’s Eggcellent Day of Service project
MLK Day of Service project
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Andrea Hildebran Smith is
rolling up her sleeves and
getting involved in the
MLK Day of Service with
the help of some feathered
friends.
“The Bartlett Park Co
mmunity Garden’s MLK
Day of Service grant is
helping us build a chicken
coop and chicken yard to
add into our 2,500-squarefoot community garden,”
Smith said. “The chicken’s
eggs will be part of the food
we are able to distribute to
families
throughout
Bartlett Park and the surrounding neighborhoods
over the coming years.”
Smith said the grant will
also allow them to install a
patio with a sitting area and
herb garden under some
shady trees. She hopes
community members, particularly seniors, will be
able to sit and enjoy the
beauty of the garden,
which will encourage outdoor activity and enjoyment
of open spaces.
Smith anticipates working with 50-100 volunteers
on installing the different
elements
of
the
project. More than six local
businesses have already
sponsored the project as
well. According to Smith,
their overall mission is to
bring neighbors together to
strengthen relationships,
grow healthy food and im-

Andrea Hildebran Smith
prove the quality of life on
many fronts in the neighborhood of Bartlett Park.
“The chickens and sitting patio will go a long way
to giving more and more
people a way to get involved in everything we
do,” Smith said. “Long
term, it will mean more locally-grown healthy food,
more families eating more
vegetables, more kids
learning where food comes
from.”
Smith said that it will be
an ongoing commitment to
maintain the garden and
manage the fowl.
The garden recently acquired a new piece of land
adjacent to their existing
garden space from Neighborhood Home Solutions,
non-profit HUD-certified
housing counseling organization, for $10 dollars and a

The Bartlett Park Community Garden sits on the corner
of Newton Avenue and Highland Street.
basket of vegetables from
their garden.
“The new land is perfect
for a chicken coop and we
have the support of our
neighbors in building this
addition. The commitment
is going to continue every
day of the next many years
as our flock gets to work
producing a daily two to
three dozen eggs, along
with valuable manure for
our garden soil.”
Currently, the garden
grows
collards,
kale,
kohlrabi, bok choy, peppers, tomatoes, beans, eggplant, cabbage, sweet
potatoes, sugar cane, rose-

mary, tarragon and more.
The 44-year-old Smith
works for Green Florida, the
non-profit organization that
runs the Bartlett Park Community Garden and lending a
helping hand to the community is nothing new for her.
Last year was the first
official Day of Service project funded through the
state, but they have served
dinners and held MLK Day
activities for several years.
The Bartlett Park Community Garden also provides
gardening materials such
as manure, seedlings,
mulch and tools to neighbors installing home veg-

etable gardens whenever
we are asked.
Concerning Dr. King,
Smith said what she admires most about him is his
“legacy of non-violence and
how broadly he saw matters of justice and civil
rights.” In fact, another garden in which Smith was involved commemorates a
young victim of violence.
“In 2009 we ran the
Paris Gardens Project,” she
said, “which mobilized volunteers to install sustainable
landscapes
and
vegetable
gardens
at
homes throughout the
community in memory of

Paris Whitehead-Hamilton,
an eight-year-old girl who
was a victim of gun violence
just a few blocks from the
garden.”
The bounty of such projects should nourish the
community for some time to
come, as the number of gardens continues to grow.
“We were instrumental
in passing the community
gardening ordinance that
has spawned dozens of new
community gardens in St
Petersburg since 2009,”
Smith concluded.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas, email fdrouzas@
theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AKAdemy alumni students give gifts of wisdom at holiday social
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Youth Development
Foundation of the Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Inc.
held
its
annual AKA AKAdemy
Holiday Social last month
at the Carter G. Woodson African American Museum and Garden located
at 2240 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
The AKAdemy is the
signature program of the
Youth Development Foundation and provides youth
development services annually to more than 250
youth (Exquisite Gems
and Pathfinders) age 11-17
in South Pinellas County.
This year, a host of
AKAdemy Alumni were invited to offer words of wisdom,
inspiration
and lessons learned to the
AKAdemy high school stu-

dents in attendance. In
years past, the alum return
to offer hugs, well wishes
and catch up with the
AKAdemy staff, however,
this year, a special program was planned to allow
time for the alum to share
their experiences with the
students during the preparty mixer.
Clarence Scott IV, an
admissions counselor and
recruiter at Baker University,
encouraged
AKAdemy students to set
goals high and strive to
reach for any dream.
“Nothing is impossible.”
Justin Clarke, Information Technology project
manager at Allstate Insurance, motivated students
to live by three simple
words: Empathy, Awareness and Transparency.
Sherman Jones, a law
student at Florida State

University, shared his
story of overcoming challenges when his father
died during his senior year
of high school. “The loss of
my father was a humbling
experience that brought
me closer to Christ. I encourage each of you to
make time for friends and
family.”
There were many
other Alumni members in
attendance including some
serving in the armed
forces.
Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch’s
family also joined the festivities. During the event,
the family proudly announced the David T.
Welch scholarship fund
which will be awarded in
2014 to several deserving
AKAdemy students.
In 2014, the AKAdemy
will be celebrating 20

years of service to the St.
Petersburg community.
AKAdemy staff members
are looking forward to
hosting a series of activities to commemorate the
years of service.
The AKAdemy program is administered by
the ladies of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha in collaboration with the men of the
Eta Rho Chapter of Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity.
The AKA AKAdemy receives over $109,000 annually from the Pinellas
County Juvenile Welfare
Board and has received
funds from others including the Jack and Jill Foundation of America and the
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County.
Learn more about the
AKA AKAdemy program
at www.zuochapter.org.
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NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New Year’s resolutions
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“In 2014, I resolve to
         
REALLY walk in God’s di     
vine purpose for my life!”
  
    



        



  

       






   
   
   
 
             





       

       
        
      
       

     


      
    






   
 
   
      
            

   
 


       

        

        

        
 





    
      


    
   
      



BUSINESS DIRECTORY



   

  


BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Across from Wendy’s)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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(727) 867-3696
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Santa visits Enoch Davis
Holiday Dinner

Deltas taking on two Day of Service projects
From DELTA, page 1

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Sunshine City Elks Lodge
#255 and the Temple #168
under Exalted Ruler Fred
Randell and Daughter Ruler
A. May Butler donated free
toys to the annual Enoch
Davis Center Holiday Dinner for children from needy
families in the community.
Over 25 children and
their families arrived to
enjoy the holiday dinner, a
chance to meet and get their
picture with Santa and to receive a free toy for Christmas. The Enoch Davis
Center has upheld this tradition for over 20 years.

Deltas “stuffing the bus”
at last year’s MLK Day of Service event.




 

 
 



      

Bailey-Heyward
stated. “There will be
5-10 different public collection locations at bus
stops throughout the city
of St. Petersburg, creating a heightened sense of
community ser vice and
increased awareness of
the forthcoming Day of
Service.”
Individuals
and
smaller organizations will
also be solicited to host
donation
boxes
(from Jan. 4 – 18), and
collect food (Jan. 18 –
20), with a final deliver y
of food pantr y items
on Jan. 21.
On MLK Day, St. Pete
will host one of the
largest annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Drum Major
for Justice Parades in
America.
“To assist with promoting our ‘Stuff-the-Bus’
project and ultimately increasing donations and
awareness, the mobile
food drive bus, decorated
festively and Delta-style,
will travel along the annual Dr. Martin Luther
King Drum Major for Justice parade advertising
the ‘Stuff-the-Bus Project’
during the route before
making its first official
bus stop,” Bailey-Heyward explained.
Chapter
members
walking alongside the
bus in the parade will distribute flyers with detailed
information
regarding the campaign
and the various food
pantries, soup kitchens
and social ser vice agencies benefitting from this
awesome project.
The Deltas along with
its community supporters, will engage the entire city of St. Pete to help
those in need. The community is encouraged to
arrive at any of the bus
stops from 9 - 5 p.m. to
contribute food and personal items.
Bailey-Heyward
stated that members of
the sorority, their auxiliary groups and community volunteers will be
stationed at each of the
designated bus stops
from 9 - 5 p.m. to thank
donors for their support
and participation. At 5
p.m. the buses will caravan to designated food
banks where volunteers
will be waiting to unload
the bus, bucket brigade
style.
“This one-day effort
has the potential to collect
over 15,000 pounds of food
and feed over 500 hundred
families in the City of St.
Petersburg,” Bailey-Heyward said.
Dr. Shameka Jones,
second vice president and
program planning and development chair, will be
leading this project.

The second project,
the Delta Reading Rainbow, focuses on food for
the brain.
“Literacy is one of the
most important skills
needed to succeed in our
society today. Access to
books and/or materials
needed to learn is a challenge for some children
in our community,” Bailey-Heyward said. “Data
shows that children who
are avid and solid readers
perform better in school,
have a healthy self-image
and become lifelong
learners adding to their
viability in a global and
competitive world.”
She went on to explain that experts estimate that nearly 40
percent of U.S. fourth
graders do not achieve
basic levels of reading
proficiency. The number
is higher among low-income families, certain minority
groups
and
English language learners. Two-thirds of America’s children living in
poverty have no books at
home and the number of
families living in poverty
is on the rise, she said.
“This project will be in
partnership with the Harbordale YMCA Y-Achievers program,” BaileyHeyward stated. “The
Y-Achievers is an afterschool academic program
available
to
children in kindergarten
through eighth grade,
ages 5 to 13. It is designed to support the
curriculum and standards set by the public
and private school systems and to provide
homework assistance.”
According to BaileyHeyward, the program
makes learning challenging and fun while focusing on activities that
enhance the Sunshine
State Standards and state
test preparation. Participants are given age-appropriate assignments to
support the skills they
are learning at school.
Additionally, daily journal
writings help develop
penmanship, creativity
and understanding of
sentence structure.
A
goal
of
this
project is to inspire a love
of reading for the children in the Y-Achievers
program by giving them
age and grade appropriate books for them to
have in their homes. The
children will also have the
use of e-readers at the
after school program.
Another aim is to see
a significant increase of
20 percent or more in the
reading levels of all program participants before
the end of the 2013-14
school year. With this
project, Bailey-Heyward

hopes to improve the participants’ interest in reading and to further
develop each child’s interest in reading after receiving books.
Furthermore, with
this project she strives to
donate 540 age and grade
appropriate new and used
books and to purchase
12 e-Readers for the YAchievers program participants. Finally, the
project aims to place
books into the homes
and hands of 54 children
in grades K-8 currently
participating
in
the
Y-Achievers Afterschool
Program at the Harbordale YMCA.
“The Delta Reading
Rainbow project started
in November 2013 and
runs through January 21,
2014 at the Harbordale
YMCA,” Bailey-Heyward
said.
They are hoping to receive 270 new and or
used books and purchase
additional books and
electronic readers by Jan.
14, 2014. They will sponsor a reception on the
2014 MLK Day of Service
and present books and
read and discuss with
participants Dr. King’s
Dream for children.
Each participant will
be given books in customized drawstring backpacks and the e-readers
will be presented to the
executive director for
the Y-Achievers program.
“This project provides
a positive community impact as we have an identified a disadvantaged
population of children
and families who will now
possess books in their
homes,” she said. “They
will be provided accessibility to books in their
homes which should improve the literacy level of
the children, broaden
their views and expand
their knowledge bases far
beyond their current environment and situations.”
Currently,
chapter
members and Delta
Academy
participants
read to second grade students of the Y-Achievers
program once a month.
Rosalyn Connelly, Chapter Member and Delta
Academy Program Chair
in
partnership
with
the Harbordale YMCA
Director, Elena Stowers,
will be leading this project.
The sorority, having
received $9,000 in grants
for its projects, is proud
to participate in the MLK
day of Service with these
two worthwhile projects.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas, email fdrouzas@
theweeklychallenger.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
“Nutcracker Twist’ played to record-breaking audiences
From TWIST , page 1

by her real life mom.
Symone Ferguson, who
protrayed Claire is a 17year-old senior in Gibbs
High School’s PCCA program.
“This year her goal was
to play Claire, so she’s living her dream,” said Hinson warmly.
Symone, a participant in
the production for eight
years, aims to continue her
dream as she prepares to
pursue a Fine Arts Degree
in dance at either Fordham
University or Florida State
University.
The Christmas Eve
Party fades into Claire’s
bedtime where she receives a Chocolate Nutcracker from her father
before she falls into a deep
sleep that becomes the dramatic tapestry for “Twist.”
“The parents, senior
cast members and choreographers came together to
come up with a list of alternative names for the show,”
said Hinson. “Then, they
chose one.”
In the next scene, the
Dream Princess appears
while Claire is sound asleep
and spreads the magic that
brings her toys to life in the
first part of her dream sequence journey.
The Dream Princess
was played by Samiyah Parramore, former graduate of
John Hopkins Middle
School and now a senior at
Miami’s New World School
of the Arts High School.
Like Symone, Samiyah’s
dreams are beginning to
unfold.
“Last year she was
Claire and wanted to be the
Princess, and she’s done
that,” said Hinson also affectionately known as
Momma Jai. “She definitely
wants to be in New York!”
According to Hinson,
Samiyah, a 16- year-veteran
of the production, aims to
audition for the Julliard
School of the Arts, Fordham University, New York
University and State University of New York.
As Claire is absorbed by
the vapors of a deep sleep,
she wanders into the land
of the hideous Snake Pit
where she will be rescued
by a powerful Hawk, alias
the Dream Princess. The
Princess will also rescue
the Prince who initially
tried to save Claire before
he was defeated by the
Snake Pit King played by
Marquis Floyd who began
his dance training at 10
with the Artz 4 Life Academy.
Floyd is now a principal
member of the Dunde Dole
Urban African Dance Ballet
and part of the senior
group of the cast. He is currently pursuing his Bache-

lor’s Degree in Dance as a
freshman at Dominican
University of California.
“I think that the 16
years I have been working
with the children has been
an incredible asset to the
community as it has
opened the door to future
scholarships, future careers and enhanced their
skills and awareness in the
arts,” said Hinson as she
began to discuss Dominique McDougal, a senior member of the
production.
Dominique vividly displays his years of ballet
training with the Florida
Dance Theatre, the Alonzo
King LINES Ballet program in San Francisco and
an apprenticeship under
Zane Booker.
In the end, the dramatic
ballet has a classical comic
resolution where the guy
wins the girl and the lost
stranger — Claire — returns safely home depicted
metaphorically in the
African sequence. However, “Twist” has meaning
and impact that reaches far
beyond the stage of the Mahaffey Theater.
Hinson started with
“The
Chocolate
Nutcracker” as a way to use the
arts as the principal vehicle
for not only educating
young people but giving
them something to be
proud of, to love, to take
pride in and eventually take
ownership in pursuing their
dreams.
Although Hinson enjoyed many years of success with “Chocolate,” like
many observable artists
she realized that Pinellas
County’s cultural base was
continually expanding.
“A man approached me
three years ago about interest in putting together a
Mexican Folklore group
that eventually evolved into
the dance troupe that we
saw performing last Saturday,” she said.
According to Hinson,
the man shared with her
that over a thousand Hispanics from Hildago, Mexico, have been moving into
Pinellas County and other
parts of the bay area over
the last three years.
“We worked together,
children and families, sideby-side at the Artz 4 Life
and this is what resulted,”
said Hinson, referring to
the early days when the
gentleman used her center
to organize a cultural group
that evolved into the
Groupo Folklorico Mahetzy that performed a
Mexican–style folk dance
to two highly charged audiences.
“They were a great addition to the show and the

audience loved them, said
Hinson who immediately
began talking about the
next addition.
“Bollywood has been
growing in popularity in
this area. Next year a Bollywood Academy Awards
Program will be held in
Tampa in 2014. Shana
Perkins, director of Dance
at the Orange Grove Middle Magnet for Dance,
stepped up to the plate and
choreographed a Bollywood segment,” expressed
Hinson.
Considering the success of “Twist” last month,
it’s hard to believe that Hinson was once apprehensive
about her bold move to tailor the show to reflect the
cultural diversity of the
Tampa Bay area. When in
doubt, she went to the community that has been supporting her for the last 16
years.
“Yes, we can and we will
do it; that’s what they told
me,” reflected Hinson.
The new undertaking
was supported by Brighthouse Networks.
“They donated commercial time, video news crews,
reporters and did two feature stories before the
event — all in-kind contributions. That’s what really
helped us get the word out
about the show,” said Hinson.
Hinson
felt
they
couldn’t have done it without Bay News 9 and key
community people such as
Barabra Roberts, to whom
she refers to as the backbone, who handled all the
business aspects of the
show; Dorena Russell, a
parent volunteer who was
their communications/marketing guru; Julius Denson
who was in charge of security and Sedeeva Godwin,
the costume coordinator.
In addition, she also
talked about how she
greatly appreciated the choreography done for the performance by Sir Brock
Warren and Alesia ScottWarren.
Hinson’s leap of faith
proved victorious as over
2,700 people came through
the doors of the Mahaffey
Theater to see the two performances. Memorabilia
such as t-shirts, souvenir
booklets, and Nutcrackers
were all sold out.
However, the biggest
success of the show is the
150 youth from all parts of
the bay area that participated in the production.
For many of these young
people, the flame of inspiration has been lit and will
continue to burn for a lifetime of triumph and success.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising

God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed

to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar
Jan. 8, FMBC’s First
Wednesday Night L.I.V.E. at 7
p.m. - Family Love Fellowship.

Come join us for a great night
of Praise, Prayer and Preaching. Holy Communion will be
served. Join us for dinner immediately after L.I.V.E. service.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and

10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday
night
at
7 p.m. as we study in the book of
Mark - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Reading and Math Enhancement Tutoring is now
available for grades K – 9th. If
your child is in need of tutoring in math, reading or improving their FCAT scores,
we can help. For meeting
times contact the church office.
Calling all Tuesday’s our
Male Chorus rehearsal takes

place at 7 p.m., in the main
sanctuary.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at
727-289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the lat-

est events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and
have your weekly announcements and event updates delivered straight to your inbox.
Visit mzprogressive.org and
sign-up today.
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.





Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

A happy new year is not a date but a destiny
We’ve just gone through
another Christmas season in
which the world was reminded again that joy can
rule and reign on earth since
our LORD has come.
In celebrating the arrival
of the new year, many people
waited with baited breath on
December 31 as the clock
counted down to midnight.
During sunrise services,
church folks understandably
praised God for letting them
see another day, another year.
Many of those who did
not attend a church service
gathered at other places. At
the stroke of midnight on
New Year’s Eve, some people
kissed, hugged and sang a
stirring rendition of “Auld
Lang Sine” whether they
knew what it meant or not
while others kind of mumble
along to the tune.
But waking up on the first
morning of this new year; it
was the same ole same ole for
all of us. We faced the fact
that life continued to happen
and the search for a happier
new year in 2014 began.
Everyone seeks to be
happy; some wonders what
could they do differently to
be happier this year? Being
happy means we must be dependent upon what happens
to us outside of ourselves.
And that’s not necessarily all
bad. However, too many people have started again to secure their happiness with
stuff and by surrounding
themselves with the kind of
people who tell them what

they want to hear, do what
they want them to do and be
who they decide they want
them to be at the moment.
They put on a smiley face
while having distain in their
hearts. They deceive those
they selected with manipulation, controlling and/or bullying while looking them in
their eye saying ‘God bless’
all at the same time. They are
driven to micro-manage
everyone close to them without examining themselves because deep in their hearts
they are a creature most miserable and this does not make
them a happy camper. (Jeremiah 6:16)
It does not take long to realize that life is still happening just as God has already
pre-recorded it. Christians no
longer know anyone after the
flesh but by the fruit of their
spirit. Never forget to remember that we all are spirit
housed inside of an earth suit
we call our body with soul.
(I.Q., emotion and desires]. A
spirit is what a spirit does!
God promised and provided the means for us to be
happier this year simply because being happy is determined by what happens to us
outside of ourselves; our happenstances, circumstances,
etc. What’s vital is who and
what are we trusting in.
Hopefully, not in people who
are mere mortals born with a
sin nature and a flawed character just like us. But rather
putting our hope in Jesus
Christ finished work on the

cross and His righteousness.
Once you experience a
paradigm shift in your thinking and accept the reality that
God is no respecter of person
(Acts10:34). That God loves
us so very much as if we were
the only person on the earth.
And if were; He would still lay
his life down for us so that we
may rest in the loving arms of
our Father God. Whether
you understand or not what’s
going on in your life determined to stay humble, dedicated to Jesus as your LORD,
and hold unto God’s unchanging hand because
whether you are good or bad,
happy or sad; He will not let
you go.
Centuries ago, the shepherds in the field at night
were looked upon during
their time by society as being
losers or nobodies. Yet God’s
destiny was to deemed them
significant enough to receive
from a host of angels not only
the first invitation to witness
the birth of our Savior but to
also announce the good news
to all people that they can
now have a happier new year
(Luke 2:10).
Eternity intercepted time
and time is no more. JOY had
come to the world. The kingdoms of this world became
the Kingdom of God based on
God’s dispensation and purpose instead. God’s thoughts
toward us are of peace, and
not of evil, to give us an expected end (Jeremiah 29:11).
Therefore, being happier
is your destiny not a date.
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Annual Christmas party brings
cheer to students
From GIBBS , page 1

when she told her mother
who
immediately
responded by getting in contact with Reese. Gabrielle
had been a participant in
the Professional Opportunities Program for Students, Inc. (POPS) for two
years, a program that
Reese heads in the city of
St. Petersburg.
“What you’re going to
do is write a letter explaining what happened, what
you achieved in high
school and what you aim to
achieve by attending college,” Reese told Gabrielle
and her mother. “And you
will get the money. I’ll
make sure you do!”
Just as quickly as the
bad situation arose, it was
resolved when the community came to her rescue.
Councilman Steve Kornell,
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart,
POPS, Gibbs High School
class of 1965 and class of
1966 all contributed money
so that Gabrielle could
start college in the fall of
2013.
Imagine an honors student such as Gabrielle not
being able to attend college
because of a $2,000 deficit
due to a miscalculation not
of her own doing. She had
done everything right. Not
only was she an honors student, but she was a participating member of Student
Government, The MultiCultural Club, The National Honors Society, The
Yearbook Committee and
Future Business Leaders of

America.
“I plan to go on to graduate school and become an
International
Business
Consultant,” said Gabrielle.
She completed her first
semester at Florida International University with a 3.2
G.P.A., and looks forward to
her second semester as a
sophomore. Her story is a
testament of the village
coming together to raise a
child.
“Next year in December 2014, we are going to
hold our first weekend
cruise to expand our scholarship fundraising efforts,”
added Reese. “All the
money raised from the
cruise will go solely for
senior scholarships.”
With soaring college tuition and possible loopholes such as the one
Gabrielle faced, the efforts
of the Gibbs Classes of
1965 and 1966 can help
contribute to opening the
doors of success for students.
Scholarships are offered to Gibbs High School
seniors who have had a
family member attended
Gibbs in the 1960s only.
For more information, eligible seniors can pick up a
scholarship packet with application and essay instructions from the school’s
office. If more information
is needed, please contact
Gwendolyn Reese at the
POPS office at 727-5370449.

